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                   Butterfat Fact Sheet

As an RPA approved milk purchaser;

1. You must take at least one butterfat sample from each producer supplying you each month.  

2. You are advised to take samples early in the month to allow for re-sampling within the month should any            sample be unusable on receipt at the laboratory.

3. You must use a laboratory approved by the RPA for butterfat sampling purposes.

Other Purchasers/Producers results

All samples taken must be representative of the milk you have purchased.  Even if another purchaser takes milk from the same bulk tank and they are procuring the majority of the milk, this is not representative of the milk you have purchased.  The same applies to using the producers’ results.

Freezing Samples

If there is a delay in sending your samples to the laboratory or you are sending them via a third party you may use a preservative. But you must not freeze the samples as this may make it difficult to reconstitute the fat within the sample. Preservative tablets should be available from your testing laboratory. 

Twin Tanks/Multiple Holdings
If collections are made from two tanks or more than one farm (if registered to the same producer) then individual samples should be taken from each. A simple average of the results from each tank/farm should be calculated for each month. At the end of the month the simple averages should be used to derive a weighted average taking account of the volumes of milk from each tank/farm.
Monthly Declarations

If you have taken more than one sample in a month from any given producer you should calculate a simple average for declaration to the RPA in your MQ12 (Monthly Return).  If you have more than one producer you should declare a weighted average fat content taking account of the volume delivered by each producer.
Annual Declarations

The simple average results for each month and each producer should be used to derive a weighted average fat content for the year, taking account of volumes delivered. If you have more than one producer such averages should then be weighted to produce an average for the purchaser group as a whole, taking account of the volume delivered by each producer. Weighted averages should be entered on your annual declaration. 
Rogue Results

If you have any results which appear rogue you should;

· In the first instance take another sample if you can.

· If more than 3 samples have been taken in the month; perform the Dixon Test (available in the purchasers handbook) to see if the result can be included in your calculations

· Finally, seek guidance from the RPA.

Further Information

Further guidance is available in the Purchasers Handbook, a copy of which is supplied to every approved milk purchaser.  Further copies are available on request.  
If you require advice on any of the points raised above, please contact the Milk Quotas Helpline on 01392 266466 and ask to speak to the Purchaser Approval Section.
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