
[image: image1.png]rpa

rural payments agency







Milk Haulage
Milk Hauliers are not approved by the RPA but they are still subject to record keeping obligations under the Dairy Produce Quota Regulations 2005 and must be registered with the RPA for monitoring/compliance reasons.  Your approval may be in jeopardy if you continue to use a haulier that cannot provide you with the information that you need to meet your obligations as a purchaser.  Part D of the MQ11 (Application for Purchaser Approval) requests that you list any company used to haul your milk; this also includes hauling your own milk or if your producer is hauling the milk from his farm for delivery. 
All milk hauliers are liable for inspection.  For larger companies with automated tankers this will involve unannounced spot checks following the milk tanker from the haulier depot or farm though each collection point and finally to the reception site.  If, however, you only haul milk on specific days then the inspector will give you prior notification of the inspection to ensure that milk is being hauled at the time of inspection.  The inspectors will be looking at how the milk is stored and will check on sampling procedures and record keeping.  The results of these inspections are then reported back to the RPA.
If you haul your own milk;
It may be that you haul your own milk from the milking parlour to the processing premises, this may be by mobile tank, pipeline, churns or even by bucket across the yard; regardless of how the milk is transported it is regarded as haulage and must be subject to regulatory checks.  The same applies if your milk producer hauls the milk to your premises.  You will be given a separate identification number and issued with a letter informing you of the records you are required to keep (a list of these can be found below).
Recordkeeping;
As a haulier collecting milk or milk products on behalf of a purchaser, you must keep the following records;
· The time and date of collection/delivery from each producer.
· The time and date of sampling of the milk or milk products of each producer. These should be taken at least once a month and should be of a sample representative of the milk delivered/collected from each producer.   Milk should be agitated for 2 minutes prior to the sample being taken to ensure accurate measurement.
· The identity of the producer concerned. To ensure that collections and samples can be assigned to the appropriate producer.
· The volume of milk collected including a copy of the tanker receipt or in the case of on farm transfer, written confirmation of the date and volume of milk transferred (preferably in a written ledger).
· The identity of the purchaser concerned (if you are not the purchaser yourself).
· The volume of milk delivered, and the name and address of each reception site (If the reception site is different from the Purchaser). 
· The sources of all the milk carried on each tanker (this will not apply for on farm transfer of milk in particular if the milk is hauled by pipeline).
· Details of any malfunction in any equipment used by the Haulier.
Records must be kept for a period of 3 years following the quota year to which they relate.  /PTO
Further Information
Further guidance is available in the Purchasers Handbook, a copy of which is supplied to every approved milk purchaser.  Further copies are available on request or may be downloaded from the RPA website www.rpa.defra.gov.uk.  
You will be sent a letter confirming your haulier status setting out your obligations as a milk haulier with reference to current legislation.

Please see also Butterfat and Milk Sampling Fact Sheets
If you require advice on any of the points raised above, please contact the Milk Purchaser team on 01392 266461 or 266323 or contact us by e-mail at milk.purchasers@rpa.gsi.gov.uk.
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