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                   Milk Sampling (Butterfat) Fact Sheet

As an RPA approved milk purchaser you are required to sample, all raw whole or bulk pasteurised for butterfat.   At least one butterfat sample per month must be taken from each producer supplying you.  .

All samples should be sent to a laboratory approved by the RPA, a list of which is sent to you along with your application.

The laboratory will make you aware of what their sampling procedures are and how the milk should be labelled and returned to them.  However you are required to have a set of sampling standards which you and your haulier should have a copy of; you may be asked to produce these at inspection

Sampling must be carried out in line with ISO (International Standard) 707 1997 – Milk and Milk Products – Guidance on Sampling.  The following information gives you guidance on the sampling of liquid milk and is taken from the above..
· Sampling shall be carried out in such a way as to obtain a representative sample. The milk should be agitated for a period of 2 minutes prior to the sample being taken.
· For manual sampling a sterile dipper and sample pot should be used 

· The sample should be taken immediately after agitation; the milk should not be allowed to settle.

· All samples should be sealed and clearly labelled (see testing lab for details)

· If automatic agitating is not available i.e. if milk is collected in churn or bucket then a suitable stirrer or plunger should be used.
· Where milk from more than one tank is being sampled, a separate sample should be taken for each tank using the methods described above.

· A preservative tablet can be added to the sample prior to despatch to the laboratory (the lab will be able to supply these if needed).  Freezing of samples is not permitted.
Milk must be sampled on the day of collection.  If samples are taken on days when your producer does not deliver to you then you must preserve the sample until the lab collection date using the methods noted above.
Further Information

Further guidance is available in the Purchasers Handbook, a copy of which is supplied to every approved milk purchaser.  Further copies are available on request.  

If you require advice on any of the points raised above, please contact the Milk Purchasers Team on 01392 266320 or 266323.
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